
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



This is a transcript of the inside of the sealed cover: 
 
 
The Rocket and her designer 
 
George Stephenson's Rocket was planned for the Liverpool & Manchester Railway Co. which had offered a prize of £500 for the 
best locomotive design submitted. She made her maiden run at Rainhill on October 8, 1829, achieving a speed of 29 miles an 
hour and winning the prize. 
 
Her designer was by then the leading railway engineer in this country. He had begun life as the son of a colliery donkey-engine 
fireman and his first job had been as a cowman's boy. Later he helped his father and it was through the colliery company that he 
was allowed to experiment with locomotives, hauling coal about the pithead works. It was in the course of these experiments 
that he formed the conclusion that there was little future for the steam railway unless he ran it on a prepared railway with 
carefully planned gradients. 
 
Stephenson might well be more justly famous for the wisdom of this decision than for the Rocket which, together with many 
other steam engines, would not have been possible without well laid track. 
 
He was responsible for the Stockton & Darlington Railway Company's decision to turn over from horse haulage to steam and his 
greatest achievement may have been the driving of the Liverpool and Manchester track across Chat Moor, which general 
opinion considered impossible. 
 
His son Robert Stephenson followed him, extending the scope of railway engineering by his improvements in bridge designing. 
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